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or  bear this scandalous name shall  be imprisoned in the
Omra or common jail of the town,

" The whole race of the Portuguese, with their mothers,
nurses, and whatever belongs to them, shall be banished to
Macao,

" Whoever presumes to bring a letter from abroad, or to
return after he hath been banished, shall die with all his
family; also whoever presumes to intercede for him shall be
put to death* No nobleman nor any soldier shall be suffered
to purchase anything from a foreigner,"

The Dutch traders played a very unworthy part in these
transactions, for they not only supplied to the Japanese
documentary proof of the complicity of the Portuguese in
the recent conspiracy, but they renounced the Christian faith,
at least in appearance, in order that they might retain their
commercial connection with the Japanese, One of the con-
ditions' attached to the connection was that their chief agent
should furnish the Government with an annual report on
foreign events. In 1641 the Dutch merchants were ordered
to reside in Deshima, an island near to Nagasaki; and under
these humiliating conditions they continued to enjoy a com-
mercial monopoly until the re-opening of Japan in 1858*

A very interesting side-light has recently been thrown
on the early relations of the Spanish and the Dutch with
Japan, and, through the former, of Japan with Mexico, by
investigations of original documents preserved in Spain and
Japan, and of which an account has been given by Mrs.
NuttalL1 They give a further proof of the intrigues of the
Europeans of various nationalities against each other in
their endeavours to obtain for themselves as large a share
as possible of the trade of Japan, and they enable us to
recognise very clearly the manifold causes and events
which within a few years wrought so complete a change in
lycyasu's views, and which culminated in the banishment
of foreigners, the extirpation of Christianity, and the complete
isolation of Japan for centuries,

1 Publications of Uniwnity of Califoma, vol. iv, No. I,